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Summer Fun in the Parks

Do not follow

where the path

may lead.

Go, instead,

where there is

 no path, and

leave a trail.

— Uknown

Once again, Cincinnati residents
regard the Cincinnati park
system and the services
provided by the Park Board as
one of the top city services.

As reported in the biennial
survey conducted by the
University of Cincinnati's
Institute for Policy Research,
Cincinnati Parks were ranked
second out of 28 city services —

Seasongood Sunset Series
Seasongood Pavilion
(Eden Park)

Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.

Aug. 5
Melba Moore in Concert

Aug. 12
Kelly Burns and The Heartbreakers

Aug. 26
BMW Vocal Ensemble

The Seasongood Sunset Series,
made possible by the generous
support of the Murray and
Agnes Seasongood Fund, is
the premier concert series of
Cincinnati Parks.  The program
presents national and regional
talent with a diverse,
family-oriented format. 

The Cincinnati Park Board is
excited to announce its
schedule of summer special
events.  With the return of
traditional favorites, such as
the Seasongood Sunset Series,
and the addition of new
programs, such as the first
annual Pooch Parade and
Picnic, Cincinnati Parks has
something for everyone (and
their dogs!) this summer.

Admission to all of the following
events is free.  For more
information, call (513) 352-4080.

Acoustic Lunch
Piatt Park
(Garfield Place/8th Street and Vine Street)

Tuesdays, June 6 - Sept. 12
(except July 4)
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Acoustic Lunch invites
downtowners to enjoy lunch in
Cincinnati's oldest park while
listening to the some of the city’s
finest acoustic musicians.

First Annual Pooch Parade
& Picnic
Mt. Airy Forest
(Mt. Airy)

Saturday, June 10, noon - 5 p.m.

This crazy canine adventure
includes a costume parade for
dogs and their owners and
interactive contests for the
four-legged participants.

World’s Longest Electric
Slide Line & Block Party
Eden Park
Friday, June 23, 7:30 p.m.

Put on your dancin’ shoes!
Cincinnati Parks needs your help
to make the Guinness Book of
World Records with the World’s
Longest Electric Slide Line.
Then, join us for a party in
the park to celebrate our
record-setting efforts.

Latin Luster
Mt. Echo Park Pavilion
(Price Hill)

Friday, June 30, 7:30 p.m.

Experience the spicy Latino
sound and popular dance moves
as Mt. Echo Pavilion is
transformed into the tropics.
Local dance clubs and schools
will demonstrate Latin dances
— such as the mambo, tango and
merengue — and host dance
contests.  Beginners through
experts are welcome.

Boogie Woogie Night
Ault Park Pavilion
(Mt. Lookout)

Friday, July 14, 7:30 p.m.

Dance your way through the
decades — 40s, 50s, 60s, 70s
and 80s!  Get into the groove
and dress in a costume that
depicts your favorite era or
musical performer!

Escape for a peaceful and relaxing
summer getaway — right here in
Cincinnati!  This year’s Cincinnati
Parks Summer Show, Some Like
It Hot: Summer in Cincinnati,
invites you to take refuge in the
quiet splendor of this easy-going
floral display at Krohn
Conservatory, June 30
through August 27.

Based on the
popular gardening
trend of
Tropicalismo, the
Show combines the
bold color of tropical
plants with hardy
perennials, creating a colorful
summer effect.  Curved floral beds
of bright shades of bronze, orange,
scarlet and chartreuse wind
throughout the Showroom,
reflecting the unstructured tropical
theme of the show.

Big Band Series/
Starlight Dancing
Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m.

Rapid Run Park (Price Hill)

July 19
Pete Wagner’s Orchestra

French Park (Amberley Village)

Aug. 2
Lee’s Junction Swingin’ Big Band

Burnet Woods (Clifton)

Aug. 16
Cecil Young Orchestra

Mt. Echo Park (Price Hill)

Aug. 30
Pam Noah Swing Band

Stanbery Park (Mt. Washington)

Sept. 13
Monday Night Big Band

The Big Band Series, supported
by the Ampt and Groesbeck
funds, entertains jazz and
swing enthusiasts of all ages in
a one-of-a-kind park setting.

Some Like It Hot: Summer in
Cincinnati defies traditional rules
of gardening, combining the exotic
with the ordinary.  In addition to
the colorful summer annuals,
lilies, impatiens and gladiolas that
can be found in many of our own

backyards, the Summer
Show also incorporates

the unexpected, such
as calidiums, cannas,
coleus, elephant ears,
tuberose and
crocismia.  Other

highlights include
water features, a

gazebo and container
gardens that visitors can

recreate in their own backyards.

Krohn Conservatory is open daily
from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Admission
is free, and donations are
welcome.  For more information
about the Summer Show, call
(513) 352-4080. 

Tropicalismo Comes to KrohnSurvey Says...
Parks Provides Quality Service

behind Fire Services and ahead
of Emergency Medical Services.

This rating is a step up from the
results of an identical resident
survey done in 1997 by UC that
rated Park Board third among
28 city services.  In addition,
Parks rated higher in all of the
individual categories, including
maintenance, appearance,
accessibility and safety.

“This survey is one of our most
important performance
measurements,” said Steve
Schuckman, Acting Director
of Cincinnati Parks.  “We are
thrilled to know that our
continued efforts to provide
well-maintained, quality parks
are recognized and appreciated
by city residents.” 

Above:  The ordinary meets the extraordinary
at the Summer Show.

Seasongood Pavilion is home to the Seasongood Sunset Series, the Parks' premier summer concert series.



It is not how

much we do, but

how much love

we put into

doing.  It is

not how much we

give, but how

much love we put

into giving.

— Mother Theresa

Nature Notes

Projects in the Parks

Greenways
in the City
Much of the distinctive character
of Cincinnati comes from its
natural physical attributes,
particularly its hillsides and its
river setting.  An additional
characteristic is its urban forest
— the tree cover of its parks,
public and semi-public open
spaces, street trees and private
properties — all of which
contribute to its “greenness.”

The Park Board’s Greenway Plan
seeks to preserve and extend
these natural systems through a
network of linear greenspace
corridors — ribbons of protected
green which will connect parks
and open spaces around the city.

The 1992 Parks master plan,
“Planting the Future: The
Cincinnati Parks and Greenway
Plan” called for a greenway
system which included trail
corridors, conservation areas,
and wildlife corridors — all to
preserve the city's natural
resources, enhance recreational
opportunities, and foster
stronger neighborhoods.
Though the plan identified
general locations within which
to establish greenways, such as
the extensive hillside system
framing the city’s basin area,
it did not identify specific
boundaries or determine critical
properties requiring protection.

A detailed Greenway Plan is
now being formulated, aided
by technological advances
unavailable in the early 1990s
when the Parks master plan was
created.  Data in the form of
digital imagery is now available
and can be mapped and
assessed electronically through
a Geographic Information
System (GIS) and specialized
natural resource software
programs.  This enables Parks
to look at elements, including
hillsides, tree cover, streams and
rivers, infrastructure and
property ownership, to assess
where open space linkages
are possible and where
significant undeveloped
properties are located.

The first outlines of a Greenway
Plan have been presented at a
Greenway Forum hosted by the
Parks earlier this year to which
many local environmental
organizations were invited.
Next steps include determining
criteria for selecting
properties for conservation,
identifying corridor
boundaries, and developing
conservation strategies.

Individual greenway projects
already underway include
restoration of the Mill Creek and
the development of the first
phase of the Mill Creek
hike/bike trail, and planning
for the Ohio River Greenway
and its East End walkway/
greenway component.  

Theodore M. Berry International
Friendship Park — one of
the most exciting projects led
by Cincinnati Parks — is
moving forward.

Construction drawings for
Theodore M. Berry International
Friendship Park are complete
and construction should begin
this fall. The 22-acre parcel of
land along the Ohio River and
east of Bicentennial Commons
will become a new park with
elements illustrating cultures of
the world and celebrating
international understanding.

The Theodore M. Berry Plaza, the
park’s formal entrance, features
an interpretive display of the
life of Mayor Berry — one of
Cincinnati’s most respected civil
rights and community leaders.

History in the Parks

Plans Finalized for New Park

Next, visitors will come upon an
interactive water fountain that
will provide amusement during
Cincinnati summers.  The fountain
is framed by the flags of
Cincinnati’s sister cities — Nancy,
France; Kharkiv, Urkraine; Taipai,
Taiwan; Liuzhou, China; Harare,
Zimbabwe; Gifu, Japan; and
Munich, Germany.  Then begins
the intertwined walkways
representing the Path of Nature
and Path of Man that connects five
gardens.  The walkways lead the
visitor through gardens
representing the continents of
Europe, Africa, Australia, Asia and
the Americas. Each garden will
have landscaping that speaks to
the character of the continent and,
as private funds are raised, will
feature a multi-purpose pavilion.
Parks hopes to partner with
Cincinnati's sister cities to help

Design drawing of Theodore M. Berry International Friendship Park.

Concert-goers enjoy an afternoon of music at the former Eden Park Bandstand in 1915. (above) Today,
music enthusiasts continue the tradition of listening to good music in a natural setting at Eden Park’s
40-year-old Seasongood Pavilion, the fourth bandstand to be erected in Eden Park. (cover)

At dusk, when the noises of the city
begin to quiet down, the sounds of
the natural world can be best heard.

The most common noise heard in
the night is the wind.  In grassy
fields, the sound rises and lowers
as wind gusts whip through the
open space.  In a pine forest, you
can hear the tingling sound that is
created when pine needles are
rustling in a brisk wind.  In a
broad-leafed forest, low winds make
a soothing sound and high
winds produce a shrill sound. When
the wind dies down, it creates a

Music of the Night By Lew Spurlock, Cincinnati Parks Naturalist

design and fund the pavilions
as well as other garden
enhancements.  A bike path runs
the length of the park.

A second entrance to the park,
off of Eastern Avenue, greets
visitors at what is called the
"Welcome Ring."  This portal, in
the design of a sundial, will
feature a sculpture that will be
commissioned by Parks.  A
building will be constructed
adjacent to the Welcome Ring
and will serve as a reservable
facility for groups and
community activities.

A second piece of sculpture also
is being commissioned and will
provide a focal point at the
terminus of the walkways.  This
piece, conceptually entitled “The
Song Spiral,” is expected to be
an interactive sound sculpture.

In addition to the above features,
the park design plan also calls
for a cascading waterfall, a lower
walkway along the Ohio River
and a floating platform that will
become part of the park as funds
become available.

To date, Parks has received
$4 million from the State of Ohio
and $4 million from the City of
Cincinnati to fund the park’s
basic components.  If you are
interested in helping to fund the
additional enhancements, please
contact the Parks Foundation at
(513) 357-2619.  Construction of
the park is slated to begin this fall
with completion of the first phase
by December 2001. 

peaceful sound, like the release
of a sigh.

Night creatures, such as frogs and
katydids, join the wind in creating
an evening chorus.  Animals make
sounds as they travel through the
darkness seeking food or their
mate.  Frogs and toads
depend upon their
voices at night to
find each other.  The
bullfrog serenades its
mate with a deep resonant
bass voice while the toad makes
both high- and low-pitched calls

to its mate.  Katydids make their
voice heard in the night hours as
their day-time counterpart — the
cicada — turns in for the evening.

If you’d like to learn more about the
music of the night, you’re invited

to attend one of the Cincinnati
Parks’ evening programs

(See Parks Summer
Activities). Or,
experience the dark
hours of nature with
an evening picnic in

your neighborhood
Cincinnati park. 

Above: Animals, such as the North Leopard Frog, lend their voices to the night's own chorus.



Programs in the Parks

A man full of

words and not

deeds is like

a garden full

of weeds.

— Nursery Rhyme

Explore the Parks

Parks Summer
Activities

Nature Hikes

Mt. Storm Millennium Walk
Mt. Storm Park
June 17, 1-2 p.m.
Information, call 751-3679

Stream Walk
McFarlan Woods
June 25, 1-2:30 p.m.
Information, call 542-2909

Ten-Cent Tour
Caldwell Nature Center: July 11,
10-11:30 a.m.
Stanbery Park: July 11, 1-2:30 p.m.
Eden Park: Aug. 22, 10-11:30 a.m.
Information, call 421-5707

Summer Stroll
LaBoiteaux Woods
July 23, 1-2:30 p.m.
Information, call 542-2909

Seymour Preserve
Millennium Walk
Seymour Nature Preserve
Aug. 5, 3-4 p.m.
Information, call 751-3679

Riparian Ramble
Fernbank Park
Aug. 13, 1-3 p.m.
Information, call 861-3435

Summer Snooze
LaBoiteaux Woods
Aug. 19, 2-3 p.m.
Information, call 542-2909

Nature Programs

Summer Camps
The Cincinnati Park Board offers a
variety of nature camps for children.
Call 321-6070 for a complete schedule.

Public Planetarium Programs
Trailside Nature Center
June 9 & 13; July 14 & 28; Aug. 11 & 25,
8 - 9 p.m.
June 11 & 25; July 9 & 23; Aug. 13 & 27,
3 - 4 p.m.
Information, call 751-3679

Get Hooked on Fishing!
Burnet Woods
June 17, 10 a.m. - noon
Information, call 751-3679

Bugs!
MacEvoy Park
June 23, 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Information, call 321-6070

Spy on a Fly
Mt. Airy: July 1, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
French Park: July 1, 3-5 p.m.
Information, call 421-5707

Firefly Fireworks
Avon Woods Nature Center
July 8, 8-9:30 p.m.
Information, call 861-3435

Chisels, Nutcrackers
& Hammers
Alms Park
July 22, 8-9:30 a.m.
Information, call 231-8678

Summer Jubilee
California Woods Nature Preserve
Aug. 26, 7-8:30 p.m.
Information, call 231-8678

Krohn

Butterfly Show
Through June 18

Summer Show
June 30 - Aug. 27

For a complete listing of Parks summer
activities, call (513) 352-4080.

Spruce Up Your Event
Rent a Parks Facility

Message from the Park Board

the preservation of nature for
future generations.

A donor may purchase a
Commemorative Tree for a
donation of $300 or more.  More
than a dozen species of trees are
available. A plaque will be placed
on the tree, dedicating it to a
particular person or occasion.

A second option is the purchase
of a General Reforestation gift,
ranging from $5 - $299. A gift in
this category allows the Park
Board to purchase trees for the
Cincinnati Parks’ general
reforestation efforts.

If you would like to recognize a
loved one or special occasion by
planting for the future, please call
the Cincinnati Parks Foundation
at (513) 357-2619. 

Whether it’s a wedding at the
Temple of Love in Mt. Storm Park
or a company cookout in a
Mt. Airy Forest shelter, Cincinnati
Parks offer unique reservable
facilities to hold any type of event
— large or small.

Pavilions and Bandstands
The Cincinnati Park Board has
three pavilions that are available
for public rental. The vistas
seen from these
pavilions make them
perfect for a
wedding reception.
They are located in
Alms, Ault and
Mt. Echo parks.
The Burnet Woods
and Washington Park
bandstands and
Seasongood Pavillion
work well for events such as
concerts and festivals.

Picnic Areas and Shelters
Picnic areas and shelters are
popular for more casual events.
Typically, these facilities are used
for family reunions, birthday
parties and company picnics.
Shelters have amenities that
include a covered area with picnic
tables, grills and restrooms,

accommodating 60-75 people.
Group picnic areas are similar to
shelters but are more private and
can accommodate up to 300 people.

Premier Sites
If you prefer to host your event
indoors, the Cincinnati Park
Board offers the use of Krohn
Conservatory and the French
House in French Park. Krohn

Conservatory’s giant
palms and indoor

waterfall create a
magical setting.
French House
was completely
renovated in 1998
and consists of

several large
adjoining rooms

and a veranda.

Additional indoor sites include
Parks lodges in Mt. Airy Forest.

Fees for the reserved use of park
facilities are structured to meet the
needs of diverse budgets.
Many Parks settings and facilities
are available at no charge.  For
more information on Parks rentals,
please call Cincinnati Parks at
(513) 357-2604 or visit our Web
site at www.cinci-parks.org. 

Parks Go Techno

Nature meets technology as the
Cincinnati Park Board uses the
latest in computer applications
to help pave the way for several
Parks projects.

A component of the Parks’
Greenway Plan, the tree canopy
study is the first of its kind in the
country.  A digital image of every
tree in Cincinnati is recorded via
low level aerial photography and,
with new computer software,
analyzed in regards to their
contributions to neighborhoods
through pollution removal,
cooling and reducing storm water
runoff. The Park Board is able to
plot each tree, adding them to
the regional computerized
Geographic Information System
(GIS). Planners and engineers
then will be able to use GIS to
plan street improvements around
trees. Parks also will be able to
plan future tree plantings.

City trees are often blamed for
damage to sidewalks, but it may
be that soils present in Cincinnati
are the more likely culprit. Using
GIS , Parks was able to compare
5,000 sidewalk repair locations
with underlying soil types. The
study correlated the incidence of
repairs to soil types and identified
those soil types that are more
prone to sidewalk failure,
regardless of the presence of trees.

Parks staff also is working with
city engineers to evaluate
different sidewalk construction
methods that may lengthen the
service life of Cincinnati
sidewalks, save trees and money.

Cincinnati Parks also is
partnering with the Hamilton
County Park District to examine
the deer population in the region.
This past spring, an aerial
infrared video image and
recording was made to document
the size and location of the deer
population.  As the video image
was examined, each deer was
marked on the mapping program
and a count was taken.  By using
this technology, Cincinnati Parks
can better assess the deer
population’s impact on the
local environment.

As technology grows, so will
its use by Cincinnati Parks to
enhance the management and
growth of our parks. 

Above: The Bramm Gazebo in Mt. Airy Forest provides a beautiful setting for an outdoor wedding.

Giving to the Parks

Give the Gift of the Future

Looking for a unique gift to
celebrate the life of a loved one
or a special occasion? The
Commemorative Tree Gift
Program, operated by the
Cincinnati Park Board and the
Cincinnati Parks Foundation,
enables Cincinnatians to do just
that.  Participation in the program
allows you to not only personally
honor an individual or occasion,
but assist in the development
of Cincinnati’s urban forest and

Dear ParkWays Readers:

The term “cutting edge” has
taken on a new meaning for the
Cincinnati Park Board, and it
does not refer to an unusual
mowing technique.

As plans move steadily forward
for our riverfront parks, the Park
Board has been using technology
in new ways.  The Natural
Resource Management Section has
been busy creating a system — the
first of its kind in the country —
for analyzing geographic
information about the city’s trees.

Cincinnati Institute for Policy
Research rated Parks second
out of 28 city services!

We are proud of our extraordinary
park system and are indebted to
our fine Parks staff and
employees.  Please take a little
time this summer to enjoy their
hard work.

Sincerely,

Marian J. Lindberg
President
Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners

The results of this analysis will
not only facilitate planting and
maintenance, but will put an
actual dollar value on the
contribution trees make to the
urban environment.  This
technology also helps to examine
sidewalk damage and the city’s
deer population.

In addition to the focus on
advanced technology, Parks
staff continues to maintain the
basic components of the Parks
system.  In fact, a recent survey
conducted by the University of



General
Information:
Cincinnati Park Board
950 Eden Park Drive
Cincinnati, Ohio  45202
(513) 352-4080 (TTY)/ Fax: 352-4096
www.cinci-parks.org

Cincinnati Parks Foundation
950 Eden Park Drive
Cincinnati, Ohio  45202
357-2619/ Fax: 352-4096

Volunteering:
Cincinnati Parks Volunteers: 321-6208

Day Camps /
Classes with Park Naturalists:
321-6070

Krohn Conservatory:
421-4086

Reservations:
Picnic areas, shelters, outdoor wedding
areas and bandstands: 357-2604

Alms, Ault and Mt. Echo pavilions;
French House; Mt. Airy lodges;
and Krohn Conservatory: 351-4777

Special Use Permits:
357-2605

Information/Parks Visitor Center:
352-4080
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Give because you

love to give — as

the flower pours

forth its perfume.

— Charles H.

Spurgeon

The roots of

happiness grow

deepest in the soil

of service.

— William Arthur

Ward

Fultz
Appointed to
Park Board

The Cincinnati
Park Board
recently announced
the mayor’s
appointment of
Roscoe Fultz to a

six-year term as commissioner.
An established community
leader, Fultz brings more than
30 years of experience in civic
involvement to Cincinnati Parks.

“I’m proud to join Cincinnati
Parks,” said Fultz.  “I hope that
my work with the community
will help me keep the Cincinnati
Park Board in tune with the
needs of our local residents.”

Fultz worked as a general
supervisor with General Motors
Corporation for more than
40 years and served in the United
States Army.  He is president
of the Avondale Community
Council and is a member of
the Cincinnati Recreation
Commission’s Golf Advisory
Board, the National Association
for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) and
the North Avondale
Neighborhood Association.

Fultz currently resides in
Avondale with his wife, Betty.  

Celebrate the botanical delights
of the Midwest at this year’s
Cincinnati Parks Krohn
Conservatory Fall Show.  The
show, Denny’s Backyard Retreat,
is a seasonal display at inspired
by celebrated horticulturist and
local radio personality Denny
McKeown.  Designed by James
Wood (Denny McKeown

Mum’s the Word at Parks Fall Show

Landscaping) and based on
Denny’s latest gardening book,
The Gardening Book of Ohio, the
display invites you to explore
the amazing potential of mums,
flowering kale and cabbage.

The Fall Show runs September 8
through November 12.  For more
information, call (513) 352-4080. 

Sponsored by The Ladislas and
Vilma Segoe Family Foundation,
Nature Next Door is a free,
summer, environmental education
program that offers inner-city
children of all ages a chance to
engage in camp activities such as
hiking, craft making and
storytelling.  Cincinnati Parks
naturalists have developed a
curriculum using inner-city
greenspace to encourage children
to experience nature in their own
neighborhood park through

Summer Nature Camp Returns

hands-on interaction.  The
sessions, which cover a different
topic each week, are not only
entertaining and educational, but
also accessible. Children can drop
in without pre-registering and
stay as long as they like.

Nature Next Door 2000 is held
from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The
parks and dates are:
Inwood Park (Mt. Auburn)
Mondays, June 12 - July 31

Dempsey Park (East Price Hill)
Tuesdays, June 13 - August 1

Laurel Park (West End)
Wednesdays, June 14 - August 2

Martin Luther King Park (Avondale)
Thursdays, June 15 - August 3

Dyer Park (West End)
Fridays, June 16 - August 4

For more information, call
(513) 761-4313 or (513) 352-4080
TTY. 

Roscoe Fultz
Inner-city children explore nature’s elements,
such as water, at Nature Next Door.

Cincinnati Park Board • Cincinnati Parks Foundation
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